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Collected here in this 8-in-1 omnibus edition are all of E. M. Bounds' powerful books. No one else

wrote with such power and authority on prayer. These classic books continue to inspire and instruct

us on all aspects of prayer and its uses in everyday Christian life. "Prayer has to do with the entire

man. Prayer takes in man in his whole being, mind, soul and body. It takes the whole man to pray,

and prayer affects the entire man in its gracious results. As the whole nature of man enters into

prayer, so also all that belongs to man is the beneficiary of prayer. All of man receives benefits in

prayer. The whole man must be given to God in praying. The largest results in praying come to him

who gives himself, all of himself, all that belongs to himself, to God. This is the secret of full

consecration, and this is a condition of successful praying, and the sort of praying which brings the

largest fruits." -E. M. Bounds
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This is a book for Christians; if you're a non-Christian searching for a general view of prayer or a

contemporary Christian view of prayer, this isn't the right book. It is fundamentally about personal

prayer and is for practicing Christians.A Christian probably won't get far into the book before

wondering why so much of this rich material seems to be ignored in modern, mainline churches.

And, though most of the material was written a hundred or more years ago, it's amazing how many

of the same issues are still on the proverbial table. For example, in a paragraph on church growth,

Bound's writes "Men are God's method. The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for



better men."Mechanically, the chapters run 1 to 10 pages; without an actual count, most are 4 or 5

an easy read in a few minutes as a daily practice. Take on as much or as little as you care to, but

it's compelling material. Grab a pen though, or a box of highlighters because it's loaded with

substance and quotable material you'll want to note.As another reviewer pointed out, it lacks Biblical

reference notation for its quotes and verses. That could be a shortcoming, but I found it useful to

find the verses in a Bible and note them in the text. And that's an opportunity to cross check the

context as well. But I had to wonder if Bound's original audience wouldn't be able to quote chapters

and verses and wouldn't need them in the text? In any event, it isn't distracting, there are a modest

number of actual Biblical references.There are, I'm sure, hundred's of worthy books on prayer.

Some of course less so. Bound's is among the very best and would serve anyone well at any stage

of prayer life. It's an earthy, passionate treatment; not an academic one.
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